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about 4,000 men more than the Allies without the
Margrave (56,000 against 512,000) and were
superior in artillery, did not expect to be attacked.
On the night of August 12 they were entrenched
in a strong position which stretched four miles
from the Danube to the woods farther north.
On the right of their line was the tiny village of
Blenheim, in which Tallard posted nine battalions
with eighteen battalions in support. The centre
of the French line was protected by the deepish
and muddy Nebel stream and was less strongly
held. Tallard, in fact, believed that the stream
constituted so dangerous an obstacle to his enemy
that the Allied troops could be freely permitted
to cross it and could then be driven back into it.
On the left of the French line was concentrated
the original army of Marsin and the Elector, with
the village of Ober Glauheim on their right.
Such were the French dispositions which Marl-
borough and Eugene determined to assault on
the morning of August 13, 1704. They achieved
an important moral surprise by attacking at all,
but the delay involved in the elaborate deploy-
ment of their army (about four andLa half hours)
gave the French ample time for their preparations.
It was arranged that Eugene should command on
the Allied right facing Marsin and the Elector,
while Marlborough should take charge on the
centre and left. On his left the Duke put Lord
Cutts with sixteen battalions to deal with the
twenty-seven French battalions in or around
Blenheim. Eugene was likewise markedly inferior
in numbers to his opponents on the French left.
Thus Marlborough was left with a preponderance